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lucrative engagement that had long been anxiously desired by
Mademoiselle Rachel, and which was finally obtained at the
expense of the Theatre Francais.
It must be owned that, though not over scrupulous as to
the means she used, the great tragedienne possessed a quality
for which artistes are not often distinguished—she was an ex-
cellent woman for business. She never lost sight of what to
her was the main point.
In the beginning of September it was rumored that she was
going to spend the winter in Russia. St. Petersburg had not
yet paid the tribute of gold and laurels she had obtained in
almost every European capital. Rachel reflected that she
had no time to lose if she wished to levy her tax. The East-
ern question was becoming so complicated that a war was in-
evitable, and hostilities were expected to break out in the
spring. If she delayed, the rubles were lost to her. All the
wires of dramatic diplomacy were set to work; the Russian
court was willing to pass the winter as agreeably as possible
previous to commencing a campaign of which it entertained
such brilliant anticipationsj and an engagement for six months
was offered to Mademoiselle Rachel, who was permitted by
the courtesy of the French government to accept it.
This important news was communicated in the following
terms to M. Ernest Legouve", one of the authors of " Adrienne
Lecouvreur," by Madame de Saigneville, a friend of the trage-
dienne, and her secretary whenever a difficult negotiation was
to be carried through:
"October 6th.
"You have probably learned, sir, by the newspapers, the
incredible munificence of the engagement proposed to our Ra-
chel in the name of the Emperor of Russia. Government has
thought fit to permit the great artiste to earn in six months a
fortune. Rachel will be back here on the 15th of May (1854).
She will, on her arrival, be quite perfect in "Medea," and the
tragedy wiH be acted immediately. I send you herewith her
letter, properly dated. She commissioned me to forward it
as a proof of her good intentions.
" I need not say how devotedly I am yours,
" L. J. de saignevtlt.e."

